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Elizabeth Park.

“

W

hen the forsythia bloom, that’s when you start pruning the roses.” I observed
this “golden” rule handed down to me in 1983 when I first began pruning my
way through Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s Cranford Rose Garden. I stalked
forsythia religiously for several years patiently awaiting the appearance of the first yellow
blooms. Then, and only then, would I begin pruning.
Thirty-eight years later, having seen forsythia blooming as early as January and as
late as April, the alleged harbingers of the rose pruning season no longer dictate when
I start pruning. During the dead of winter, in both New York Botanical Garden and
Elizabeth Park (West Hartford, CT), we prune and train climbers and lightly prune the
cold hardy heritage roses—Gallicas, Damasks, Mosses, and Albas. We start pruning
modern hybrids in March and end our pruning late April with the Tea, China and Noisette
varieties that can tolerate our winter. In Florida, where the roses bloom 12 months of the
year, pruning can be a daunting task. Dr. Malcolm Manners and his students prune Ruth’s

Photo by Stephen Scanniello.

The Rose Without a Name
Review

pruning workshops. There will be many throughout the
country, usually starting as early as December. Hands on
experience is the best way to learn.
Some updates on the Heritage Rose Foundation. The
Foundation is continuing to award small grants to heritage
rose projects through the country. At this moment, we are
putting together the guidelines for submission for a grant
from the HRF. Stay tuned to our website and Facebook for
more news on this.
In October we held a bulb planting workshop for
children on the grounds of the Morris-Jumel mansion
in Harlem, New York City. It was a huge success. We’re
currently in the planning stage for another Harlem rose
event in the spring, again with the Morris-Jumel mansion.
Included will be a hands on rose pruning and planting
workshop as well as a heritage rose give-away. Stay tuned
for the date.
I urge everyone to make sure that your membership
is up to date. If you’re not a member or your membership
has lapsed, won’t you consider joining?
I look forward to meeting you in the near future,
perhaps at a pruning workshop. In the meanwhile,
happy pruning and may your forsythia bloom on time this
season! ❧

Photo by Dana Twining.

The Morris-Jumel mansion in Harlem.

Photo by Stephen Scanniello.

Rose Garden on the Lakeland campus of Florida Southern
College in late February. This guarantees an incredible
backdrop for graduation photos in early May.
As you make the first cut, remember that pruning
rejuvenates the plant, promotes healthy new growth, and
gives you an opportunity to create your desired shrub
shape. Keep that in mind as you are standing nose-toprickle with a Tea rose that has overgrown its allotted space
and towers over you. Simply take a deep breath and cut!
If you’re new to roses, need a refresher course on
pruning, or simply need someone to guide you through
this prickly process, check our website for upcoming

Bulb planting workshop for children on the grounds of the Morris-Jumel mansion in Harlem, October 2021.
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They Leave a Legacy
A N I TA C L E V E N G E R

O

ver the years, we’ve lost many people who were devoted to heritage roses and contributed greatly to world-wide
efforts to find, study, identify, preserve and educate the public about them. November 2021 hit especially hard with
the loss of four who devoted decades to the love of roses and educating others about them.
David Elliott was a resident of Victoria, British Columbia. He and his wife Crenagh attended every international
heritage rose conference since 1996. David served the World Federation of Rose Societies as a Vice President for North
America and co-chair of its Heritage and Conservation Committee. He photographed roses wherever he went, diligently
posting thousands of images on Helpmefind.com, including many varieties that are rare outside of their country of origin.
England’s Roger Phillips was the author of many plant books, with a focus on roses and fungi. Salila Bryant
shares an article about him in these pages.
Anne Belovich was beloved for her rambler collection and books about roses. Claude Graves writes about plans
to relocate her rose collection to the American Rose Center and also writes a tribute to her.
As the month drew to an end, the loss of Bob Martin, recent past President of the American Rose Society,
shocked his friends and admirers. Bob was devoted to all aspects of the rose, including heritage roses and rose
preservation. In the next newsletter, HRF Trustee Connie Hilker will write about their work together.
The poet Robert Herrick writes that we must gather rosebuds while we may, because “old time is still a-flyin.”
Time flies not just for roses, but also people. We who knew these people treasure our time together. Their legacy lives on
not just in our memories, but in the books, articles, photographs and gardens that they leave behind.

Roger Phillips, 1932–2021
S A L I L A B RYA N T

Roger Phillips at Eccleston Square.

Photo by Anita Clevenger.

R

oger Phillips was a British writer, photographer
and gardener who was best known among rose
lovers as a co-author of encyclopedic, photographic
reference books. He was world renowned as an expert on
roses and fungi.
Phillips went to the Chelsea School of Arts to be
trained as a painter and from where he entered a career
in advertising. Then he left his job to be a freelance
photographer and won many awards. It was while working
in advertising Phillips wanted to help his son “get mud on
his boots” and teach him about native plants. Wildflowers
he photographed led to his first publication—Wildflowers
of Britain. It was a great success.
In 1975 Phillips pioneered the use of color photographs for reliable plant identification. He used a plain
background to photograph plants and flowers so that every
detail of the specimen can be examined. Modern photographic techniques helped develop a comprehensive collection of images in his books to show the difference between
plants as diverse as mosses, roses, perennials and annuals.
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Selection (2004)—that are still used as the reference
material for identification of roses. He had a small cottage
in Wiltshire where he experimented in growing roses
absolutely as in nature with no spraying and pruning.
Famed for his ebullient personality and dazzling
red glasses, Phillips was a well-known figure in the world
of gardening and rosarians. Odile Masquelier admired
Phillips’ jovial and cheerful aura, easy going nature, acute
sense of reality and friendly way he shared his fantastic
knowledge. At the 1999 World Heritage Rose Conference
in Lyon, Phillips was one of the Key Speakers, regaling
attendees with his stories of adventures with Rix in
China, especially the famous discovery of the “Lijiang
Rose.” Six years later, in the 2005 Heritage Roses New
Zealand Conference in Dunedin, New Zealand, Phillips
captivated his audience by dancing and singing during his
presentation.
Rix and Philips were recognized as Great Rosarians
of the World™ in 2004.
Roger Phillips passed away in November 2021 at
the age of 89. His colorful legacy will live on in his great
books and memories of some of us who were fortunate to
meet him. ❧

Photo by Anita Clevenger.

Phillips took over managing the garden of Eccleston
Square in London in 1981. Mulching and composting
helped him to turn dry infertile land into humus—rich,
dark soil in which all plants thrived. Having improved
the soil, the whole area was planted in a natural style
allowing the plants to thrive as they would in the wild.
He experimented with interesting and special plants,
where they could thrive in very special microclimates.
The garden developed as a plantsman’s paradise under his
stewardship and there he grew over two hundred varieties
of roses. After Phillips took on managing it and doing the
daily gardening for eleven years with Neville Capil, the
Eccleston Square was judged the best square in London.
Phillips was awarded an MBE, in the New Year Honours of
2010, for his “services to London Garden Squares.”
Over the past forty-five years he published more
than forty books (often co-authored by Martyn Rix)
ranging from roses to mushrooms, through vegetables,
trees, perennials, annuals, shrubs, wildflowers and
wild food foraging. The books are translated into eight
European languages and five million copies were sold
worldwide. Phillips also wrote and presented two six-part
TV series on gardening for BBC & Channel 4.
In early 1990s, Phillips and Rix embarked on a
journey to find the history of roses. In the video Roses:
their Early History and Symbolism (1993), Phillips said “…
here in Eccleston Square where in fact I built up over time
a collection of more than 200 different roses. I am crazy
about them. When I started this programme (The Quest
for the Rose) I wanted to find out more about these extra
ordinary plants. Deeper I dwelt into their history, their
mythology and their development the more complex and
absorbing it became. I hoped I could disentangle the story
by finding the key roses, but what were they. I began my
quest by seeking out the most ancient remains of roses
ever to be found….” The Quest for the Rose was published
in 1993 and a documentary was the outcome of this
mission of finding the origins of roses.
Bringing the natural world to life using vivid
photographs and making his topic both accessible for
novice readers and interesting for more knowledgeable
ones, Phillips together with Martyn Rix published a range
of lavishly illustrated guidebooks on roses—Roses (1988),
The Quest for the Rose (1993), Traditional Old Roses (1988),
Old Roses (1999) and Best Rose Guide: A Comprehensive

The “Lijiang Rose” at the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery.
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Anne Belovich, an Amazing Woman

I

first met Anne Belovich (as many rosarians did)
at the Heritage Rose Foundation Conference held in
conjunction with the Celebration of Old Roses in El
Cerrito, California in 2005. Anne presented a PowerPoint
program on ramblers at that conference. It was my first
in-depth exposure to these massive, once blooming roses.
I was captivated not just by the photos of the roses but also
by Anne’s exquisite pronunciation of the French, German
and Slavic roses and hybridizers. With my Texas accent,
I will never be able to pronounce “Geschwind” properly
as she did! That program ignited a passion in me for
ramblers. I had long been enamored with climbing roses.
Now, I had discovered an amazing potential addition to
my rose palette. I thoroughly enjoyed my time visiting
with Anne and her husband Max (who was every bit as
charming as Anne) during the rest of the conference.
I had no further information about Anne and her
roses until 2010 at a pruning session with the HRF in the
Heritage Habit Garden at the American Rose Center.
Stephen Scanniello mentioned to me that Anne had told
him she was looking for someone willing to duplicate her
collection. I saw a great opportunity to help preserve these
roses at the Chambersville Tree Farms near McKinney,
Texas, where I was curator of two gardens of historical
roses. The owners of the tree farm, Dean and Carol
Oswald, warmed to the idea and Stephen Scanniello
helped design the garden.
In May of 2014, we dedicated the Anne Belovich
Rambler Garden at Chambersville. I spent time with
Anne and her frequent traveling friend, Jeff Panceira. Our
conversations amazed me with the depth of her knowledge
about roses. She obviously had done many hours of serious

study on the subject and must have had a photographic
memory to retain the amount of detail about individual
varieties. This was even more amazing to me as roses
were not her lifelong interest. All her rose knowledge was
amassed in the last 20 years of her life.
Our most meaningful correspondence has been in
the last year as her health deteriorated at an accelerated
rate. I tried to keep her updated on the recovery of her
collection after the devastating “100-year freeze” we
suffered last February. Fortunately, nearly all of the roses
survived.
I am so thankful that I was able to tell her of the plan
to replicate all the roses in her collection and donate the
rooted cuttings to the American Rose Society’s gardens in
Shreveport, LA. Anne was thrilled to learn that her roses
would be preserved in a permanent garden of national
recognition. When Rick Mowyer (Anne’s son) called to
advise me of Anne’s passing, he said, “the knowledge that
her roses had a home was about the only joy she had in her
last days.”
Anne was an amazing woman; I count it as a great
blessing to have known her and to have played a small part
in the legacy she is leaving to the world.
As I mentioned earlier, roses were just the last act
in Anne’s life of amazing accomplishments. To learn the
pre-rose story of her life I suggest you read her book,
A Voyage of Determination, which details her early life,
love of sailing and a fantastic sailing adventure from
New Zealand to Hawaii. ❧

Photo by Claude Graves.

The author with Anne at the dedication of the Anne Belovich
Rambler Garden in 2014.

Photo by Hagen Graves.

C L A U D E G R AV E S

‘Anne Belovich’, bred by Kim Rupert.
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Establishing the Anne Belovich Rambler Collection at the American Rose Center
C L A U D E G R AV E S

I

n the last HRF newsletter, I wrote about the status
of the Anne Belovich collection of rambling
roses at Chambersville, Texas. We’ve successfully
maintained nearly all of the garden’s inventory despite
such diverse challenges as freeze, flood, disease and even
beavers. However, Dean and Carol Oswald, owners of
Chambersville Tree Farms, recently advised me that it
is their desire to duplicate the Anne Belovich Rambler
Collection at the American Rose Center (ARC).
Real estate development around the tree farm
has exploded. Residential housing developments and
planned new roads will eventually consume the gardens at
Chambersville Tree Farms. The exact timing of when this
may happen is not known, but it will probably be within
the next 5 to 10 years. Dean and Carol’s desire is to start a
phased replication of the Chambersville collection at the
ARC with the intended result to be that America’s Rose
Garden will become the permanent home of the Anne
Belovich Rambler Collection.
The opportunity to establish the Anne Belovich
Rambler Collection at the ARC meshes perfectly with the
Heritage Rose Foundation agreeing to accept the ARC
Committee’s invitation to participate in the Old Garden
Rose section of America’s Rose Garden.
The original invitation was for HRF to curate the
selection of the heritage roses to be grown in the Fourth
Circle and to develop the signage and collateral materials
to tell the story of heritage roses in America. Now we

Photo by Claude Graves.

Photo by Stephen Scanniello.

Pam Smith at the future rambler nursery at the ARC.

are very pleased to also have them curate the Belovich
collection and be involved in the creation of the future
garden to display these magnificent roses in a world class
fashion.
As I write this article an unused fenced research
garden area at the ARC is being transitioned into a nursery
area to grow out rooted cuttings from Chambersville for
future planting in new gardens at Shreveport. The fenced
nursery area will be capable of growing out 200 ramblers
in containers for a period of 2 to 3 years depending on the
aggressiveness of the specific rambler’s growth habit.
The plan will be to have a Phase I of a new rambler
garden ready to receive the roses coming out of the
nursery in two years. A second rotation of the remaining
roses of Anne’s collection of ramblers would then be
sent to the ARC to be grown out for a Phase II and a
Phase III of the new Rambler Garden that would follow
in approximately an additional two years.

‘Kde Domov Muj’, Jan Böhm, Czechoslovakia, 1935.
Very vigorous, long bloom period, very fragrant.
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The establishment of the nursery area to receive the
ramblers from Chambersville and properly and safely grow
them out is a high-priority project at the ARC. To prepare
the old test garden, the ground will need to be leveled and
smoothed to provide good drainage out of the area for rain
and excess irrigation water. The ground then needs to be
stabilized and completely covered with commercial heavy
duty weed barrier to minimize weed growth in the pots
(our biggest problem at Chambersville).
The estimate to convert the fenced garden into a
nursery area for the ramblers including expanding our
new state of the art drip irrigation/fertigation system into
every pot will be about $9000. The HRF donation to the
Great Garden Restoration Project will be used to cover this
expense and make it possible to move forward immediately
to bring the newly rooted cuttings to the ARC.
As we move forward with the HRF, one of my
priority requests will be for help in confirming the identity
of each variety in our collection. When I received the first
rooted cuttings from Dr. Malcolm Manners, I found a few
of the ramblers appeared to be misnamed when compared
to Help Me Find (HMF). However, I have also found that
HMF is not always correct depending on which usersubmitted photo pops up! To compound the problem,
the crew occasionally will pull the label off when pulling
weeds out of the pots. Over the years, numerous ramblers’
identities have come into question. I have extensive
photos of most every variety as a place to start in verifying
the names. This is not a critical problem at this stage
but will need to be done before these roses are planted
permanently in the garden.

‘Futtacker Schlingrose’, Rudolf Geschwind, Austria-Hungary circa
1900. Large fragrant “neon” red blooms, a real showstopper!

‘Jules Levacher’, Barbier Frères & Compagnie, France, 1908.
Covers up with large semi-double blooms.
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Photos by Claude Graves.

The fenced nursery is necessary to satisfy several
criteria necessary to move the roses to Shreveport. First,
it offers protection from the deer. The current gardens
are protected by a deer fence, however, there is no space
suitable for a growing out area within the existing fence.
Additionally, the fence provides anchor points for the
elevated overhead cable support grid to stabilize the 10’ tall
“stakes” the ramblers will be grown on. The overhead grid
also supports the drip irrigation system tubing.
Most significantly, Chambersville has a considerable
Rose Rosette Virus problem, and we must mitigate the
danger of importing RRD into America’s Rose Garden.
The fenced garden will provide an effective quarantine
facility to hold the roses for two years to be sure there are
no RRD infected roses in the collection. In seven years of
rooting thousands of rambler cuttings, I have never rooted
an infected cutting, but it is a possibility. A copy of my
proposed RRD mitigation protocol for moving roses to the
ARC is included as a sidebar to this article.
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America’s Rose Garden Rose Rosette Virus Mitigation Protocol

•
•
•

All cuttings will be taken from non-symptomatic plants.
Cuttings will be rooted in a greenhouse with no other roses.
Rooted cuttings will be potted in 3-gallon pots and held on outside nursery benches separated 200’ from any other
roses until large enough to transfer to ARC.
Plants will be sprayed with miticide prior to transporting to the ARC.
At the ARC, plants will be grown out in pots, in quarantine, in the fenced area for 2 years before planting into
the gardens.
Plants will be routinely monitored and sprayed while in quarantine under RRD Best Management Practices.

In early September I had the opportunity to make
a presentation at the American Rose Society’s National
Convention on the establishment of the Anne Belovich
Rambler collection in new gardens at the American Rose
Center. The announcement of this new garden and the
presentation of a preliminary design concept for the
gardens created a lot of excitement and enthusiasm for the
new garden.
With the formal announcement of the Anne
Belovich Rambler Garden, the planning will now enter a
formal design stage. The goal of the design committee is
the development of a world-class garden. Many of the ARS
members expressed to me their feeling that the addition
of this important collection of roses will significantly
increase the national and international stature of America’s
Rose Garden. From mid April through mid May, the 350
ramblers in various stages of bloom will create a spectacle
few rosarians have ever seen.
I want to thank the Heritage Rose Foundation for
choosing to participate with the ARS ARC Committee

‘Neige d’Avril’, Altin Robichon, France, 1908.
Intense fragrance, dense bloom coverage.

as we complete Circle Four of America’s Rose Garden
and embark on establishing the Anne Belovich Rambler
Collection at the gardens. As I mentioned to your Trustees
previously, our goal is to grow America’s Rose Garden into
an internationally recognized botanical garden featuring
roses. Your association with the project will take us a step
closer to achieving that goal!

Rare Roses from the Belovich Collection

Throughout this article are photos of five of the
lesser-known ramblers in Anne Belovich’s collection that
perform wonderfully at Chambersville. The establishment
of the Anne Belovich Rambler Garden at the American
Rose Center will give the public a rare opportunity to enjoy
these and many other “out of fashion” giant roses that were
the highlights of the world’s greatest public and private
gardens of the early 20th century. ❧
claude graves is Rose Gardens Curator of
the Chambersville Tree Farms, and Chairman of
the ARC Committee, American Rose Society.

Photos by Claude Graves.

•
•
•

‘Graf Zeppelin’, T. Boehm, Germany, 1910. Sport of Crimson
Rambler, some rebloom.
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Fire-loving Roses
DON GERS

I

Photo by Don Gers.

f you live on a piece of land long enough, you learn something about it. I’ve gardened on land in the Mayacmas
Mountains between Sonoma and Napa counties of California for 46 years in a mix of coniferous forest, chaparral,
oak woodland, meadow and stretches of naked volcanic tuff like concrete where nothing grows. I’ve learned that
none of it is forever. Permanence is an illusion. Even the very rocks change.
Long dead oaks beneath our forest of douglasfir tell me the firs invaded the oak woodland and shaded it out.
Chips of petrified redwood eroding from volcanic tuff tell me a previous redwood forest incarnation of this landscape
was buried by a cataclysmic eruption. Fossil island tree snails from a Franciscan geologic strata tell me even the ocean
floor was once exposed here, uplifted by the Maacama earthquake fault on which it now rests.
And in October of 2020, a devastating forest fire burned through two thirds of our conifers, oaks, chaparral and a
few of my roses.

The Glass Fire burns onto our property at 10:09 am September 28, 2020.
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Photos by Don Gers.

The firs are dead, many of the oaks and chaparral shrubs are resprouting and so are some of my roses. Bursting forth
this spring from the ashy soil like a phoenix renewing itself is a lowly native wild rose without a name. It reminded me of
a rose growing at the Petrified Forest only two miles away as the crow flies, named Rosa sonomensis in 1891 by Edward L.
Greene. (Today R. sonomensis is ranked as a synonym of R. spithamea.) On a survey of the Petrified Forest after the Tubbs
Fire several years ago, I was walking its burned trails with owner Janet Angell when we came upon a large patch of R.
sonomensis full of flowers. Janet was surprised to see them. She’d walked those trails many years and not seen rose flowers
before. I explained that this rose is called a “firefollower.” With the overhead shading trees and shrubs reduced to ashes,
the increase in potash and full sunlight initiates a flowering not seen under normally shady conditions. The low growing
plants thrive, bloom and set lots of hips for years until overshadowed by surrounding shrub and tree growth. Gradually,
they disappear beneath the soil, living as roots sending up only scattered sprouts with occasional flowers and rarely
fruiting, patiently awaiting the next liberating fire.
There are several species roses growing in California and southern Oregon sharing similar flammable habitats and
responding in like manner. It’s like they sprang from some mythical Promethean rose who embraced fiery destruction by
proliferating in its ashes, an archetypal fire-loving rose.
Climate change and more frequent devastating fires require that we adapt or die. Should we move underground,
too? Obviously our California landscape has experienced such change before, and the following five species of “fire-loving
roses” are evolutionary proof.

Top: Our entrance after the fire. Lower left: Michael & Don beneath an estimated 330 year old, 5½ foot diameter douglasfir on April 1,
2015. Center: The same tree after the 2020 Glass Fire swept through. Right: An estimated 365 year old Douglas oak (Quercus douglasii)
saved from the fire. Note Indian grinding rock beneath it on the right.
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R. spithamea

Photos by Don Gers.

Away from streams, on dry hillsides among chaparral, and also in shady woods, is where California’s little Ground
Rose, R. spithamea grows. Its dusty grey-purplish leaves are aptly described as “round, toothy leaflets like gear wheels.”
The name “spithamea” refers to the short height of the rose and comes from a Greek word meaning “the span of a hand,”
which is about 9 inches measured from the tip of the little finger across the palm to the tip of the thumb. Under woodland
conditions it can sometimes be difficult to distinguish spithamea from gymnocarpa roses which share its shady habitat.
By their fruits you shall know them: gymnos have naked fruits and lose their sepals, while spithameas have bristles all over
pedicel, hip and sepals. Gymnocarpa leaves are smooth while spithamea leaves can be sparsely hairy.

R. spithamea, clockwise from top left: Cluster of buds with bristly hips and sepals; large, glaucous, truncated leaves and spring flowers
resprouting from a burned, rocky slope; glaucous leaves and nearly ripe bristly hip; fall hip with bristles.
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Lilium rubescens.

Photos by Don Gers
Gers. except as noted.

There’s also a rare red-leaved form of R. spithamea we discovered in
1986 with the same whimsical “gear wheels” leaflets but solitary flowers and
abundant reddish prickles. It was growing on the crest of the Mayacmas
Mountains between the wine growing regions of Napa Valley and Sonoma
County. Its late summer leaf color varied from bright red to wine purple as it
graced a roadside bank where in spring it bloomed beneath elegant spikes of
Lilium rubescens, the Chaparral Lily, a thrilling combination.

Photo ©2018 John Doyen. https://calphotos.berkeley.edu

R. spithamea, red-leaved form

Red-leaved form of R. spithamea, clockwise from top left: Prickly stem on a burned slope; flowers and green spring leaves at another
location; flower; wine colored leaves and smooth red hips.
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R. bridgesii/R. calvaria

Photos by Don Gers.

R. bridgesii, the currently accepted name for the Sierra ground rose, was discovered in 1857 by the English botanist
Thomas L. Bridges. Its leaf surface is covered with a white tomentum but the hips are smooth. R. calvaria, another of
the low-growing firefollowers was also discovered in the Sierra Nevada Mountains at “Calaveras Big Tree Grove” in
1889. “Calaveras” is Spanish for “skulls,” hence this species has the creepy common name “The Skull Rose.” Recognized
as a synonym of R. bridgesii having the same botanical features, it is the understudy for bridgesii in the accompanying
photographs.

R. calvaria, clockwise from top left: Leaves showing white tomentum and straight prickles; flower, bud, foliage and habit; flower and
leaves with white tomentum; smooth hip.
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R. granulata

Photos by Don Gers.

Next to be collected was R. granulata. (Today it’s considered a synonym of R. spithamea.) My plant came from
nearly the same location where William Henry Brewer, leader of the 1860’s California Geological Survey, collected it on
April 14, 1861 in Los Osos Valley, San Luis Obispo County. Sitting by his campfire that evening, with the sound of breakers
on the beach, Brewer recorded his discoveries and concluded his journal entry on a melancholy note of worry about the
perilous state of the union. It took days for news to reach him from the East so he was unaware the country was already
plunging into civil war.
This species has spiked glands (short sharp points) on the underside of its leaves (an obscure character) but the
source of Greene’s “granulata” epithet. Botanists suspect R. granulata intergrades with R. californica. There are other
glandular (or resinous) roses scattered along the California coast. Some have wonderful foliar fragrances ranging from
Concord grape to one from the Santa Lucia Mountains with a fragrance like “Christmas tree pine needles” as Anita
Clevenger delightedly describes it.

R. granulata, clockwise from top left: Excrescenses on underside of leaf, hence “granulata;” bristly hips; flower showing pink pistils;
bristly hip.
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“Rosa pyrophilia”

Photos by Don Gers.

Now back to my nameless species erupting from rain-caked ashes last spring beneath a burned and sadly dead Pinus
sabiana. Notice its leaves are glabrous green and elliptical in shape and about half the size of spithamea leaves. Also,
its hips are in clusters and have a smooth surface without prickles. Its flower, with pinkish pistils, is similar to spithamea.
Is it related or something new? Observing the amazing resurrection it displayed following the Glass Fire, and realizing
that we don’t know the correct species name, I like to call it by the study name “Rosa pyrophilia” (fire-loving rose).

“Rosa pyrophilia,” clockwise from upper left: New sprouts in burned soil with yellow Diogenes Lantern (Calochortus sp.); buds in burned
area beneath dead Pinus sabiana; following the fire, the spring flower with smooth elliptic leaves; late summer cluster of smooth hips.
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Photos by Don Gers.

As I said at the beginning, nothing is forever. That applies to binomial nomenclature, too. UC Berkeley botanist
Barbara Ertter described her 1993 revision of California roses in the new edition of the Jepson Manual and subsequent
Flora of North America 2014 as a “radical realignment of the spithamea-pinetorum-bridgesii complex.” But Ertter believes
more study is called for. She may drop the name R. bridgesii in favor of R. calvaria and other changes may ensue. In the
meantime, here’s a brief survey of California’s miraculous group of fire-loving roses. ❧

Front and back leaves of California’s “pyrophilia roses,” left to right, top row: R. spithamea; red-leaved form of R. spithamea.
Bottom row: R. calvaria/R. bridgesii; R. granulata; “Rosa pyrophilia.”
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The National Clean Plant Network
MALCOLM MANNERS

The National Clean Plant Network (NCPN)
brings together industry leaders, plant
pathologists, state regulators and clean plant
centers to produce and distribute healthy
propagation material in the United States.
It began in 2008 with fruit trees and grapes
networks and now includes seven specialty crop
networks—berries, citrus, fruit trees, grapes, hops,
roses and sweet potatoes. The National Clean
Plant Network (NCPN) is a voluntary association
and is funded by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA).

Rose Mosaic virus disease—one of the groups of diseases that is
of concern to NCPN.

Each crop involved in the program
has its own working group, with an
advisory board. The roses working
group was formed in 2015, with an
advisory board of 20 members. Mike
Shoup (Antique Rose Emporium,
Brenham, Texas) and I serve as advisors there,
representing heritage roses. Most of the other members
are commercial producers of modern roses, university
researchers, extension personnel, or people in regulatory
positions in USDA or State departments of agriculture.
Other HRF folks who have participated in their meetings
include HRF trustees Cydney Wade (Rose Petals Nursery,
Archer, Florida), Connie Hilker (Fredericksburg, Virginia),
and Pam Smith (Farmer’s Branch, Texas).
NCPN officially supports two “clean plant centers”
for roses—the Foundation Plant Services at the University
of California at Davis, which provides disease-tested
rootstock and scion materials to the nursery industry, and
Texas A&M University at College Station, which researches
rose diseases and operates a diagnostic laboratory for rose
diseases. The FPS Davis program includes a few heritage
rose varieties, but it emphasizes more modern roses,
primarily Hybrid Teas and Floribundas.

Photos by Malcolm Manners.

R

oses, like many other crops, are constantly being
challenged with various pests and diseases.
Some of these have been part of rose culture for
many years (e.g., black spot, powdery mildew, rose rust
and rose mosaic virus), and others are relatively recent
introductions in many parts of the world (e.g., chili thrips
and rose rosette disease). One of the primary functions of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is to protect
American agriculture from such threats, particularly new
introductions from other parts of the world. But they are
also concerned with diseases that are ongoing problems,
particularly those caused by various viruses and bacteria.
To address such problems in specific crops, the
National Clean Plant Network was created. Quoting from
their website (www.nationalcleanplantnetwork.org):

Texas A&M’s disease diagnostic lab, where they can test for
numerous viruses using qPCR techniques.
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We at Florida Southern College maintain a collection
of virus-indexed roses, most of which are older, heritage
varieties, and over the years, we have also eliminated the
viruses causing rose mosaic disease from many of those
varieties, through our heat-therapy program. From the
NCPN website:
The heat-therapy program at Florida Southern
College (FSC) was started in 1983 with the
objective to rid roses of the viruses causing rose
mosaic disease. That program continues, and FSC
now has a collection of over 300 rose varieties,
mostly “heritage” or “antique” types. FSC is not
an NCPN-funded center, and efforts have been
made to avoid overlap with the foundation rose
collection at the University of California at
Davis, which emphasizes more popular modern
hybrids. The FSC collection is used for teaching
plant taxonomy, genetics, and horticulture.
The collection is maintained in two landscaped
gardens, as well as in a range of greenhouses, on
the campus in Lakeland, Florida.
The FSC program has used indexing and testing
services at UC Davis and Washington State
University for rose mosaic. For the last several
years, they have also worked with Dr. Kevin Ong,
at Texas A&M University, to test the collection
for several minor viruses of roses using PCR
techniques. Florida Southern is a private college,

with no official mandate to provide propagation
material to the nursery industry, but they do
it for the love of the roses. Virus-tested rose
propagation material has been distributed to
at least 22 nurseries in the U.S., as well as to
Bermuda, Britain, South Africa, Canada, and
Brazil. The older varieties in the FSC Heritage
Rose Collection are an important source of
genetic material for future rose breeding efforts.
NCPN also supports research at Texas A&M (Dr.
David Byrne’s group) and the University of Tennessee
(Dr. Mark Windham’s group), studying rose rosette virus
disease specifically, and looking for resistance to that
disease. As our members may recall, the Heritage Rose
Foundation has also contributed funding to Dr. Windham’s
program, for rose rosette research.
As the manager of Florida Southern’s program, I
appreciate the fact that the USDA recognized roses to be
a crop worthy of some funding, and that they were willing
to support the testing of our collection for virus diseases.
This enables us to better serve the heritage rose lovers here
and around the world. ❧

At the 2021 meeting in Minneapolis.

Mike Shoup gives the group a tour of the Antique Rose Emporium.
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Photos by Malcolm Manners.

Touring Texas A&M University’s rose breeding fields when the
group met in College Station.

The “Peggy Martin” Rose
PEG GY M ARTIN

Photos courtesy of BIllie Flynn.

T

he “Peggy Martin” rose has been voted “Rose of the
Year” for the Gulf District of the American Rose
Society, of which I am now Director. I am very proud of
her as thousands and thousands have been sold from one
end of our country to the other. She is also in Bermuda
now, as some years ago I went through all the US
Department of Agriculture legalities to be able to bring
stems with me (no soil and no leaves) when I went there to
speak and judge a rose show. They cut the nearly foot-long
stems in half, and everyone in the Bermuda Rose Society
got a cutting.
Consequently I have received many e-mails, cards,
letters and texts with pictures telling me how much they
love the rose, and how much joy it has given them over
the years. You can imagine what that does to my heart,
knowing this rose was the only thing that survived Katrina
in my garden of 450 Old Roses along with hundreds of
other plants! I feel as though God gifted this to me, to help
with the devastating loss of both my adored parents, along
with everything my husband and I owned.
However, now I know it is also because it is a very
strong grower with large root system that can take drought
along with, of course, flooding waters! It is not just a
southern rose as I have reports of it surviving through
-13°f (-25°c ) temperatures and blizzards uncovered in
Iowa and Nebraska, and at least -10°f (-23.3°c ) in New
York for years reported to me by HRF member Dagni
Senzal. Some of my rose friends in Maine and Indiana say
it dies back to the ground when frozen, but comes back
from roots strong enough to have a season of blooms.
It is not a Rambler as it blooms wonderfully,
smothered in blooms, starting in April, when I always had
my Garden Tours, and then again starting to bloom in
October until January or so. It then becomes smothered in
buds again for April and on, after it becomes established.
It does not like the heat we have here in summer. Gregg
Lowery, from Friends of Vintage Roses, told me above
San Francisco where it is cooler it blooms all the time.
On this and the following page I wish to share with
you some of the ways gardeners have used the “Peggy
Martin” rose on different structures and ways to grow it.
Hope you enjoy! ❧

Billie Flynn’s swing surrounded by the “Peggy Martin” rose.

The “Peggy Martin” rose trained over a dome.
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The Rose Without a Name Review
M A R I LY N W E L L A N

T

“Peggy Martin” at Antique Rose Emporium.

Photo by Mike Shoup.

A garland or “festoon” on Faith Bickley’s daughter’s garage.

Photo by Faith Bickley.

“Peggy Martin” in Bannington, CA.

he Rose Without a
Name by Nancy Rust
and Carol Stubbs is a “once
upon a time” kind of story
that will thrill the children
for whom it was written, but
also their parents or older
brothers or sisters who will
read it with them. It is the
poignant story of the rose
that survived the monster
storm, Hurricane Katrina. It is a story of the strength and
resilience of the rose, but also of the rose lady who grew it,
Peggy Rose Martin. She grew the rose as “the rose without
a name.” It drew the admiration of many rosarians, and
the popularity of the rose was on the rise even before
Hurricane Katrina.
But after the storm, the “Katrina Rose” as it is
sometimes called, proved itself invincible in a dramatic
way. It is among “the few, the immortal few that were not
born to die.” News of the miracle of the rose surviving the
great hurricane spread far and wide. As a result, the rose
“Peggy Martin” now lives and thrives in beautiful rose
gardens everywhere.
There is so much for children to learn from this
beautiful little book, both as students in a classroom or
on the sofa with their families. It speaks to the beauty
of the rose and the little creatures that aid in its growth.
It illustrates the power of nature to destroy, but also to
restore itself. The now legendary rose, “Peggy Martin,”
gives us reason to believe that, when it appears all is lost,
life and hope are all around us, and we can find great joy in
a garden of roses.
The authors have portrayed this true story in a way
that will educate and enlighten; artist Melissa Vandiver’s
illustrations are charming, exciting, nicely detailed and
colorful. The book is recommended for children ages
6–10; for grades 1–4. The book cover is hardback; sized
8 x 10. The back pages include “Hurricane Facts,” “Fun
Facts About Roses,” and “The Story Behind the Story.” It is
available on Amazon.com. ❧
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Anne Belovich’s Books—A Biased Review
J E F F PA N C I E R A

I

n 2014, 2017 and 2019, I accompanied Anne on three
“rose” trips as driver and photographic assistant. In
2014, we flew to Texas for the garden containing many
of her ramblers to be officially christened as “The Anne
Belovich Rambler Garden” where she planted a rambler
bred by Kim Rupert and named for her. Then we flew
to California where we visited Sacramento and San Jose
and the famous Santa Clara fence. 2017 and 2019 were
European trips: in 2017 we visited the Fineschi Garden
in Cavriglia, Italy, the garden of Eleonora Garlant and
Valentino Fabiani in Artegna Italy, Val-de Marne south of
Paris, and Sangerhausen in Germany. In 2019 we went to
only the Paris and Sangerhausen gardens.
The result of these trips was a series of 4 encyclopedic
books on 4 different types of roses: Ramblers (Anne’s
first love), Large-flowered Climbers, Gallicas, and Moss
Roses. Each of these books presents a near-totality or a
large majority of extant varieties of each type of rose in
photographs and in a horticultural sketch—dimensions,
hardiness, bloom time, etc. Anne has been growing roses for
quite a while and, most importantly, during the period when
imports were allowed, so some of the photos were taken in
Anne’s own garden in Stanwood, Washington; some were
taken over the years that she visited gardens in China,
France, England, Italy and Germany as well as gardens in
the US. A main attraction of these books is the quality of
the photographs, and Anne’s determination to get the best
photograph of each rose is apparent. Combined with the
number of varieties she was able to photograph, these books
are indeed encyclopedic as well as a pleasure to look at.
I feel that the gift these books represent to all rose
lovers extends to the art of photographing roses, something
Anne figured out over time, and which I want to pass on to

all rose lovers as an additional gift from Anne. The rules for
the ordinary (non-publishing) gardener are simple. A rose
in the sun will look washed-out in a photo and may have
white reflections that make it useless. Anne’s remedy was to
choose a cloudy, bright day to photograph or use a diffuser
to diffuse the sunlight or if you don’t have a diffuser, you
can hold any object to put a shadow over the rose you
want to photograph. Many times, I didn’t have the diffuser
handy and simply used the rose list Anne had me tick off.
If nothing is available, put yourself between the rose and the
sun and crop the photo so the shape of your shadow doesn’t
show. The ambient light on a sunny day will bring great life
to the colors of the rose—but the rose must be shaded.
For the people who photograph professionally,
Anne would suggest you bring toenail scissors. Yes,
you read right, the small scissors for toenails. They are
invaluable for getting rid of dead blossoms next to the rose
you are photographing, as well as a leaf that’s in the way,
or a dead twig or a leaf with blackspot. In a cluster, she
would try to get a bud, a half-open rose, a fully open rose,
but no dead or diseased material. A gardener or visitor in
Sangerhausen is sure to come upon a toenail scissors that
Anne dropped one day and we couldn’t find—they will
wonder a long time what it was doing there.
Anne’s books are available from Amazon (as is
everything else) and are reasonably priced and a great
pleasure to have and to look through. They represent a
benchmark for all future encyclopedia-type books that
concentrate on a single class of rose.
Thank you, Anne! ❧
Reprinted from Heritage Roses Northwest Newsletter,
Vol. 30, Issue 2, Spring 2021; Margaret Nelson, Editor.

In addition to these 4 encyclopedic works, Anne Belovich also published The Little Book of Albas.
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Meet HRF Trustee Marijke Peterich
BERMUDA ROSE SOCIETY

very inclusive of all people who are interested in roses.
I was asked to speak at the Heritage Rose convention
in Charleston in 2001 and also at the WFRS Convention
in Osaka, Japan in 2006. During the years I have attended
many rose conventions all over the world and found them
all fascinating.
My main focus is on conservation of Old Garden
Roses and Species. At my home, we do not have a real rose
garden. I would describe it as a garden with roses. After
the last count there are about 50; some are growing on
trees and rose bushes grow in between other plants. ❧

American Rose Center Update
PA M S M I T H

I

was born in 1950 the eldest of 7 children in Rotterdam,
Netherlands. We lived later in Vlaardingen a typical
Dutch village, houses in a row, garden front and back.
After high school. I worked for Unilever until I met my
husband in the flying club. The first years of our marriage
we enjoyed flying on the weekends.
After the birth of our first daughter, Flora, we looked
for a warmer climate and we landed in Bermuda in 1982.
My husband’s 2 sons were starting university and opted to
stay in the Netherlands, but came to visit in their holidays
and still do. Shortly after the move our second daughter,
Bregitta, was born.
The first years we rented houses and we moved
around the island. In 1987 we decided to stay and bought
the house where we are still living. Luckily, it had a nice
garden and slowly we started to develop an interest in
gardening.
In 1993 I joined the Bermuda Rose Society and was
asked to join the Executive and was their President during
1994/1996, their Treasurer until last month, and now am
joint Vice President with Diana Antonition.
The Bermuda Rose Society is a member of the World
Federation of Rose Societies. I joined the Benelux Convention in 1997 and was asked to head up their Fundraising Committee. In the following years 2006/2009 I was
Vice-President for North-America and Conservation Committee 2009/2012. The only thing I did not like about WFRS
was that there was little attention for Old Garden Roses
then and I did my best to remedy this. Now the WFRS is

T

he dirt has been flying, walls taking form and
planting beds created. In November, Pam Smith
and Stephen Scanniello visited The American Rose
Center in Shreveport, LA to view the progress of the 4th
Circle in the Clockworks Garden of the Great Garden
Restoration. Claude Graves, Chairperson of the ARC
Grounds Committee guided us and expounded on the
vision as it is materializing through the talented work
of the construction crew. Over 3,500 square feet of bed
space is designated for the Heritage Roses! There is lots
of room to let the roses show their full glory. Design has
begun with great input from our membership. The goal is
to be complete in early spring with tentative work dates
of February 11 and 12, 2022. However, as gardeners we all
know that gardens take time and it is a partnership with
Mother Nature. Updates will be available on the website
and through emails. ❧

Photo by ???????????????????????????.

Marijke Peterich.

The Clockworks Garden under contruction.
The 4th Circle garden will be in the area outlined in red.
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Time to Renew!

W

e elected not to ask for membership renewals while
we adjusted to life during the pandemic. Even
though covid-19 and its variants continue, we have begun
to resume activities, initiate new projects and look ahead.
If you have kept your membership current, thank you.
If you haven’t, it’s time to ask you to please join or renew
your membership.
Memberships will be for the calendar year. If your
membership will expire some time in 2022 or a following
year, it will remain in effect until December 31 of that year.
Members will be dropped from our rolls sixty days after
their membership expires.
Your membership not only supports our activities
to preserve heritage roses and educate people about them,
it also gives you some privileges. We will send everyone
on our mailing list the next newsletter (April 2022),
but after that, we will send the full, lavishly illustrated
newsletter to members only. Members will be invited to
future membership meetings. People who attend HRF
conferences must be members in good standing.
We will send notifications about upcoming
events and other news via email, Facebook postings and
our website to be sure that everybody knows what is
happening. Because our communication is electronic, we
are eliminating separate, higher rates for international
members. No matter where you live, the membership
rates (in USD) are the same: $45 for organizations, $35 for
individuals and $25 for seniors over 65 and students.
To check on your membership status, or for other
membership questions, please contact Peggy Rose Martin,
our treasurer and membership chair, at peggyrosemartin@
eatel.net.
You can mail your payment to PO Box 1719, Gonzales,
LA 70737-1719, or use PayPal. Membership form and links
are at www.heritagerosefoundation.org/join-hrf. ❧

collection dates back to 1987 when the newsletter first was
published. These newsletters are now available to read
online or download. It is fascinating to page through the
documents and read the discussions on heritage roses, see
the names of roses friends we have lost over the years and
reminisce of gatherings of the past. ❧

Tentative Winter Rose Events

J

ust as buds optimistically emerge after winter, we hope
to emerge from the great covid-19 hiatus and get back
into the gardens with others! As the times approach,
we will provide you with details of these and other
opportunities via emails and postings on our website and
Facebook page. In the meantime, mark your calendars for
the following:

❧

February 11/12 and 18/19: Heritage Rose Work Day
at American Rose Center in Shreveport, Louisiana.
Contact Pam Smith.

❧

February 26: Pruning Day at Florida Southern
College’s rose gardens in Lakeland, Florida.
Contact Malcolm Manners.

❧

March 26: Spring Rose Festival and Garden
Marketplace at American Rose Center in
Shreveport, Louisiana. Sponsored by the American
Rose Society’s Gulf District. Contact Peggy Martin.

L

ooking for some winter reading? Check out the
archive of old newsletters on the HRF website, www.
heritagerosefoundation.org/newsletters. Betty Vickers,
whom many of you may remember with great fondness,
had an extensive collection of HRF newsletters. The

Photo by Claude Graves.

Expanded Archive of HRF Newsletters

Another lesser-known rambler from Anne Belovich’s collection:
‘Hakeburg’, Hermann Kiese, Germany, 1912. Very heavy bloom,
and a favorite at Chambersville. See pages 6–8.
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Mission Statement
The Heritage Rose Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit foundation with this mission:

❧ To collect and preserve heritage roses and promote their culture.
❧ To establish one or more gardens where heritage roses may be grown and displayed.
❧ To conduct and contract to conduct investigations and research in heritage roses.
❧ To publish and disseminate information and research about heritage roses.
❧ To establish and maintain a library to facilitate investigations and research in heritage roses.
❧ To foster public knowledge and appreciation of heritage roses and their preservation.
Officers & Trustees
president
Stephen Scanniello (New Jersey)
stephenscanniello@gmail.com
1st vp, membership & treasurer
Peggy Martin (Louisiana)
peggyrosemartin@eatel.net
2nd vp, publications
Anita Clevenger (California)
anitac5159@gmail.com
secretary
Sharrie Ely (Texas)
s.ely@tx.rr.com

Connie Hilker (Virginia)
connie@hartwoodroses.com
Marijke Peterich (Bermuda)
mgpeterich@gmail.com
Pam Smith (Texas)
smithpflower@verizon.net
Maurizio Usai (Italy)
ingmauriziousai@gmail.com
Cydney Wade (Florida)
ladyg8r@gmail.com

corresponding secretary
Maureen Reed Detweiler (Louisiana)
mcrdetweiler@aol.com
director for public relations,
europe
Etienne Bouret (France)
amiroses@hotmail.com

Newsletter Staff
editors
Anita Clevenger, Chief Editor
Dr. Malcolm Manners
Stephen Scanniello
designer
Dennis Favello

Contact Us
membership
Peggy Rose Martin
peggyrosemartin@eatel.net
general correspondence
Stephen Scanniello, President
stephenscanniello@gmail.com
mailing address
Heritage Rose Foundation
P.O. Box 1719
Gonzales, LA 70707

parliamentarian
Dr. Malcolm Manners (Florida)
malcolmmanners@me.com

HERITAGE ROSE FOUNDATION NEWSLET TER , JANUARY 2022

24

